Family Devotion
June 4, 2010

Face Tough Times

Scripture Genesis 41:1-57

1. Just like Joseph, we learn how to face tough times when we: Depend Upon God. Genesis 41:15-16
2. When we learn to depend upon God then we can face tough times when we: Follow God’s Directions. Genesis 41:25-43

3. Then like Joseph, we learn how to Face Tough Times when we: Focus on God’s Faithfulness. Genesis 41:44-52

Questions

1. How did Joseph reply to Pharaoh when he asked him to interpret the dreams? Tell or think about a time when you faced a tough time. How long did it take you to realize you needed God’s help? Share

2. Are you in the middle of a tough time now? What do you plan to do to cope in the situation? Will the struggle lead you to become bitter or better?

3. How does your life indicate that you are seeking to follow God’s direction? See Proverbs 14:12&16-18. Would your children say you always seek God in the midst of difficulty? How about your close friends?

4. How do people, possessions and power fail us in difficult times?

5. Can you suggest songs or Bible verses that can help us focus upon God’s faithfulness? Challenge: Make this a treasure hunt and share your findings with others.

Answers

1. V. 16 – “I cannot do it…but God will.” Sharing with others, especially our children provides teaching moments for them to learn how we depended upon God in the past.
2. Suggested ways to cope. Realize you need God’s help as well as the help of other people. It’s amazing how our attitude changes when we say, “I need help, I cannot do it all by myself”. We can pray, read scripture, do something toward a solution and trust God.

3. Sharing from your heart

4. People can let us down or leave us when tough things happen. Possessions rot, rust and can be taken by robbers. Power and position can be taken away.

5. Paul mentioned “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”. Look it up in a song book. See proverbs 3:5-6 and Romans 8:28. Look up faith or faithfulness in a concordance to find the verses.
