“Change Your World” Sermon Series 

Lesson #7 (7/25/2010)

Leave a Legacy

Scripture: Genesis 50:22-26

1. Have you ever thought about the legacy you want to leave when you’re dead and gone?  If so, write it down, what do you want your legacy to be?

2. In Genesis Chapter 50:24 what was the legacy Joseph was leaving for those to come after him?
3. In Paul’s sermon he encouraged us to “Follow God’s leading without knowing where, wait for God’s timing without knowing when, expect God to work without knowing how, and trust God’s purpose without knowing why.”  What areas of your life are you asking these same questions?  Think about ways you can trust God in the midst of these questions.

4. If we are going trust God and follow Him, seldom if ever does our plan for our lives match what God has in store for us.  In fact, not only does our plan rarely match his we may face family members heaping burdens of guilt on us, saying cutting and hurtful things, or strangers writing us off and/or persecuting us for the faith we have.  We may face scrutiny from our friends because we choose to home school our children or withhold them from extracurricular activities so they can participate in ministry to the less fortunate in Richmond, Indy, or Cambodia.  So I ask, are you willing to pass a legacy of faith on to future generations.  For Joseph and most other saints this means going far beyond regular church attendance and being sure to read their bible most days of the week.  This could mean making changes in who you live your life for, where you live, what you do for a profession and whether you will raise your children down the road from their grandparents or not.  Your challenge today is to reflect on what your legacy will be.  Take time to be quiet before God and consult Him on this matter.  Write down how you want to be remembered.  Ask an accountability partner or mentor to hold you accountable, then live like your leaving a legacy of faith.  Does your answer to the first question look the same as the answer to this question?  If not, you’ve got some work to do.
Answers:
1. Opinion

2. His was a legacy of faith.  As he was nearing his death, he surveyed all that had happened in his life and believed that it had to be more then simply coincidence.  Instead, he was trusting that God’s promise to Abraham would be fulfilled.

3. Opinion
4. Opinion

